Injuries caused by Lightning in Africa
IN a copy of NATURE published on December II, 1884 (vol.xxxi. p. 127), I noticed a statement by Herr von Danckelman that in all the publications relating to Africa, accounts of injuries caused by lightning are so rare that he scarcely found any literature concerning the use of lightning conductors or the frequency of accidents caused by lightning in the tropics.  After an unbroken residence of twelve years in the Egyptian Equatorial Province, I can give to your meteorological readers a little information on the subject in question, and I venture to submit the following list of injuries which occurred during the years 1878 – 86. It must, however, be understood that this is not to be regarded as a complete list of the accidents which occurred, for during the years 1878-8o I was nearly always travelling about, and was therefore unable to collect information of a satisfactory character.
	No.
	Year
	Name of station
	Latitude north
	Description of accident.

	1
	1884
	Bor
	6, 12
	Man killed; house burnt.

	2
	1880
	Lado
	5,  1
	Tree felled.

	3
	1882
	Lado
	5,  1
	Man killed.

	4
	1886
	Lado
	5,  1
	Two empty houses burnt.

	5
	1883
	Redjaf
	4,  44
	Two men badly burnt.

	6
	1886
	Redjaf
	4,  44
	Woman killed.

	7
	1883
	Wandi
	4,  46
	Flagstaff felled; man bruised.

	8
	1882
	Wandi
	4,  46
	House burnt.

	9
	188o
	Kabajendi
	4,  37
	Storehouse burnt.

	10
	1883
	Muggi
	4,   8
	Two girls killed.

	11
	1885
	Muggi
	4,   8
	House burnt; girl paralyzed.

	12
	1881
	Labore
	3,  55
	Two boys killed.

	13
	1879
	ChorAju
	3,  48
	Tree felled.

	14
	1881
	Dufile
	3,  34
	House, with sheep, burnt.

	15
	1883
	Dufile
	3,  34
	Tree felled.

	16
	1883
	Wadelai
	2,  37
	House burnt.

	17
	1883
	Wadelai
	2,  37
	House, with calves, burnt.

	18
	1878
	Magungo
	2,  14
	Woman killed.

	19
	188o
	Mahagi
	2,  2
	Flagstaff felled.

	20
	1878
	Kiroto
	2
	Tree felled.

	
	Captain Casati reports --

	21
	1881
	Neolopo (Monbuttu)
	-----------
	Man badly burnt

	22
	1886
	Djussia (Unyoro)
	------------
	Woman killed

	23
	1886
	Djussia (Unyoro)
	------------
	One man killed; one burnt – died in two days

	24
	1886
	Djussia (Unyoro)
	-------------
	Tree felled near observer’s house


These cases were all observed in our stations, with the exception of two-one occurring in Wandi, in December 1882, and one in Redjaf, in November 1886. They all took place in the rainy, that is to say, in the cooler season. From the list you will see that two or three· times every year we suffer some damage from lightning strokes. It therefore does not appear that these accidents- are so rare as Herr von Danckelman supposes, at least in this part of Africa, and if travelers do not report such accidents, it is probably because of their short stay in definite places. I noticed, in Schweinfurth's "Im Herzen von Africa," i. pp. 345-46, that six women were killed by a single flash of lightning. I may be also permitted to remark that in Unyoro and Uganda, countries which have a greater elevation than our own, the frequency of destructive lightning-strokes is much greater. Uganda is the only country boasting of a lightning-conductor. Mr. A. M. Mackay has erected one there, to protect King Mwanga's palace. Monbuttu, too, although having a lower elevation than Uganda and Unyoro, is celebrated for the frequency of accidents caused by lightning.

In more northern latitudes-namely, at Fashoda, Khartuum, and Berber-destructive lightning-strokes are nearly unheard of, whilst in Sennar they are not altogether infrequent.
It is curious to notice that the Sudan Arabs have firmly conceived the idea that with every flash of lightning a piece of meteoric iron is thrown to the earth. They believe that whoever is able to secure such a piece of iron has gained a great treasure, because they think that swords   and knives made out of it can never be surpassed in quality, and that their possession gives immunity from danger in battle, and affords protection against lightning-strokes. Sheik Nasr, who is the Chief of the Takkala Mountains, is said to have resisted all Egyptian attacks, and preserved his and his people's independence, on account of his possession of such a sword. Another superstition is, that fire kindled by a flash of lightning cannot be extinguished until a small quantity of milk has been poured over it. There seems to be some connection· between these beliefs, inasmuch as water is believed to spoil meteoric iron: when working it, the blacksmith uses milk instead of water.
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