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An 18-year-old pupil died on the spot while another escaped death by a whisker when a bolt of lighting struck as pupils played at Gwanda High School in Matabeleland South Province.
The incident occurred at about 2.30pm on Friday. A Matabeleland South police spokesman, Assistant Inspector Trust Ndlovu, confirmed the incident and identified the deceased as Sithulisiwe Maphosa while the injured was identified as Diligent Dube.
	


"The two were among pupils who were watching a soccer match at the Gwanda High School ground when it started raining. They tried to run away when the rains started falling but they were struck by a bolt of lightning," said Asst Insp Ndlovu. "The two fell to the ground and Sithulisiwe died on the spot while Diligent fell unconscious. She was taken to hospital where she later gained consciousness and was treated and discharged."
Meanwhile in separate incidents, two minors from the same province fell victim to rapists last week. In the first incident, an 11-year-old girl from Swazi Squatter Camp in Filabusi was allegedly raped by a 20-year-old man. Asst Insp Ndlovu said the girl was left in the custody of the suspect while the mother was away but he took advantage of her absence and called the girl to his hut where he raped her.
She reported the matter to her mother as soon as she arrived leading to the man's arrest. In Beitbridge, a 26-year-old man was arrested for allegedly raping a 15-year-old girl on two separate occasions. In the first incident, the suspect asked the complainant to accompany him to his home on February 3. The two were friends.
"When she was about to go back, he produced a knife and threatened her so that she could stay for the night. Out of fear she stayed and he raped her once," he said. On Wednesday night the suspect went to the complainant's home where she was alone and allegedly raped her during the night.
She reported to police officers who were on patrol, resulting in the suspect's arrest.

	

	



