Tragic Death of 7-Year-Old Boy Struck by Lightning in Sierra Leone 
[bookmark: _GoBack]July 16, 2023 
https://bnn.network/breaking-news/accidents/tragic-death-of-7-year-old-boy-struck-by-lightning-in-sierra-leone/
 A 7-year-old boy, Ansu Borbor Koroma, tragically lost his life when he was struck by lightning during a thunderstorm in Luguama Village, Samba Section, located in the Kpanga Chiefdom of Pujehun District, Southern Sierra Leone. The incident occurred between 18:00 to 19:00 hours on Wednesday, July 12, 2023, while the boy was at home with his parents.
Investigation and Aftermath
After the incident was reported by Brima Musa through the speaker of Kpanga Chiefdom, Samuel Munda Kamara, on Thursday, July 13, 2023, a team of police officers, led by the crime officer from the Pujehun Police Division, visited the scene to gather evidence and statements from eyewitnesses. The complainant, Brima Musa, revealed that the young boy was found lying on his stomach with a cutlass underneath him, and the side of his trouser was burnt.
A nurse from the community health center conducted a physical examination of the deceased, following which the body was handed over to the family for burial. The tragic incident has left the community in deep sorrow and mourning, as they grapple with the loss of a young life.
Understanding Lightning Safety and Precautions
In the wake of this devastating event, it is important to raise awareness about lightning safety and precautions. Lightning strikes can occur during thunderstorms and pose a significant risk to individuals, especially when they are outdoors or near conductive objects. It is crucial to seek shelter in sturdy buildings or vehicles during thunderstorms and avoid open areas, tall trees, and bodies of water.
Mourning the Loss and Community Support
The sudden loss of Ansu Borbor Koroma has had a profound impact on the community of Luguama Village. Friends, family, and neighbors have come together to provide support and comfort to the grieving family. It is crucial to offer emotional and practical assistance during these difficult times, helping the family cope with the tragedy and arranging for necessary funeral rites.
Promoting Lightning Safety Education
In the aftermath of this tragic incident, it is essential to promote lightning safety education and awareness. By sharing information on social media, organizing community workshops, and engaging with local authorities, we can help prevent such unfortunate incidents and ensure the safety of individuals during thunderstorms.
