
 

 
International Lightning Safety Day (ILSD) 

Friday, June 28, 2024 
11:45 – 16:00 UTC 

Empowering Nations, Saving Lives from Lightning 

Time (UTC) Speaker(s) Topics 
11:45-11:50 Daile Zhang (University of Maryland, 

ACLENet, U.S. National Lightning 
Safety Council (NLSC)) 

Logistics 

11:50-11:55 Chandima Gomes (University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg) 

Opening Remarks 

11:55-12:00 Recording of Janet K Museveni (First 
Lady and Ministry of Education in 
Uganda) 

Proclamation Statement 

 Moderator: Chandima Gomes Keynote 
12:00-12:15 Heikki Pohjola (WMO) WMO and the Early Warnings for 

All Initiative 
12:15-12:30 Nicola du Toit (University of South 

Africa, a lightning survivor) 
Weathering the storm: a 
lightning survivor’s journey of 
recovery from PTSD 

 Moderator: Hugh Hunt Asia 
12:30-12:40 Zainal Kadir (Universiti Putra 

Malaysia) 
Lightning Fatalities and Injuries: 
Latest Trend in Malaysia  

12:40-12:50 Sitti Jannah (Cebu Normal University) Lightning Fatalities in the 
Philippines, 2006-2021 

12:50-13:00 S. Gopa Kumar (Lightning Awareness 
& Research Center in India, India 
National Federation of Engineers for 
Electrical Safety) 

Standardization and its 
implementation in India 

 Moderator: Stéphane Schmitt Asia/Africa 
13:00-13:10 Col Sanjay Srivastava (Climate 

Resilient Observing Systems 
ProMotion Council in India)  

Lightning Resilience Challenges 
and Solutions 

13:10-13:20 Ferdous Ahmed (International 
University of Business Agriculture and 
Technology) 

Lethal Lightning Hazards and 
Policy for Awareness Building in 
Bangladesh 

13:20-13:30 Barnabas Akantambira (ACLENet) Impact of ILSD in Uganda 
 Moderator: Daile Zhang Live 
13:30-13:40 Stéphane Schmitt (METEORAGE) Promoting Efficient and 

Standards-compliant 
Thunderstorm Warning Systems 
Worldwide 



13:40-13:50 Hélio Sueta (University of São Paulo) Recent studies on the protection 
of people against lightning 

13:50-14:00 Live session with France, Brazil and 
Uganda 

 

 Moderator: Chris Vagasky Africa 
14:00-14:10 Break  
14:10-14:20 Ryan Blumenthal (University of 

Pretoria) 
One Storm. Two Deaths. 
Forensic Perspectives. 

14:20-14:30 Bella Sanford & Parthiv Deb 
(University of Maryland) 

Preliminary Results of the 
African Lightning Injury Reports 
Database Since 2018 

 Moderator: Shriram Sharma  
14:30-15:00 Mary Ann Cooper (ACLENet),  

Mitchell Guthrie (Engineering 
Consultant),  
Chandima Gomes (University of the 
Witwatersrand Johannesburg),  
Ron Holle (Holle Meteorology & 
Photography, NLSC, ACLENet),  
Anirban Guha (SALNet)  

Panel discussion: 
Implementation of International 
Standards in Developing 
Countries 

 Moderator: Ron Holle Americas 
15:00-15:10 Luis M. Farfán (Centro de 

Investigación Científica y de 
Educación Superior de Ensenada, 
Baja California) 

Impact of Lightning Activity on 
Mexico’s Population 

15:10-15:20 John Jensenius (NLSC) National Lightning Safety 
Awareness Week in the United 
States 

15:20-15:30 Chris Vagasky (University of 
Wisconsin, NLSC) 

Development of Ground Strike 
Point Density Maps for the 
United States 

 Moderator: Mitchell Guthrie Global 
15:30-15:40 Ron Holle (Holle Meteorology & 

Photography, NLSC, ACLENet) 
The Estimated Number of Global 
Lightning Deaths 

15:40-15:55 All Attendees Open Discussions 
15:55-16:00 Mary Ann Cooper (ACLENet) Closing Remarks 

 

Contacts:  

Daile Zhang (dlzhang@umd.edu) 
Mary Ann Cooper (macooper@uic.edu) 
Shriram Sharma (ramhome2@hotmail.com) 
  

mailto:dlzhang@umd.edu
mailto:macooper@uic.edu
mailto:ramhome2@hotmail.com


Zoom Info 

Topic: 2024 International Lightning Safety Day (ILSD) 

Time: June 28, 2024 11:45 – 16:00 Universal Time UTC 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://umd.zoom.us/j/96187301555?pwd=TmVuNVlaZkZsc3MzVHBsT3dBMElVQT09 

Meeting ID: 961 8730 1555 

Passcode: 178799 

--- 

One tap mobile 

+19294362866,,96187301555# US (New York) 

+16469313860,,96187301555# US 

--- 

Dial by your location 

• +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 305 224 1968 US 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
• +1 669 444 9171 US 
• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 
• +1 719 359 4580 US 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
• +1 360 209 5623 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 
Meeting ID: 961 8730 1555 
Find your local number: https://umd.zoom.us/u/abeTkQGWR 

--- 



Join by SIP 

• 96187301555@zoomcrc.com 

 

--- 

Join by H.323 

• 162.255.37.11 (US West) 
• 162.255.36.11 (US East) 
• 115.114.131.7 (India Mumbai) 
• 115.114.115.7 (India Hyderabad) 
• 213.19.144.110 (Amsterdam Netherlands) 
• 213.244.140.110 (Germany) 
• 103.122.166.55 (Australia Sydney) 
• 103.122.167.55 (Australia Melbourne) 
• 149.137.40.110 (Singapore) 
• 64.211.144.160 (Brazil) 
• 149.137.68.253 (Mexico) 
• 69.174.57.160 (Canada Toronto) 
• 65.39.152.160 (Canada Vancouver) 
• 207.226.132.110 (Japan Tokyo) 
• 149.137.24.110 (Japan Osaka) 
Meeting ID: 961 8730 1555 
Passcode: 178799 

 

YouTube Live Stream Page 

https://www.youtube.com/@internationallightningsafety/streams 

 

Watch Previous Meetings at 

https://www.youtube.com/@internationallightningsafety 


