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HARARE: At least 109 people have been killed and 61 others injured as a result of incessant rains across Zimbabwe since the start of the rainy season, the country's Department of Civil Protection (DCP) said Monday.
In its latest situation report, the DCP said the deaths were due to drowning, people being swept away in flooded rivers, being struck by lightning, and mine collapses.
"Owing to the incessant rains, the DCP is overwhelmed with response to incidents," the DCP said.
According to the DCP, heavy rains have caused extensive damage to critical infrastructure, including roads and bridges, schools, health facilities, houses, farm dams, and irrigation schemes.
The rains have affected 8,295 households and damaged 334 houses, 236 schools, 15 health facilities, and 21 bridges nationwide, the DCP said, adding that at least 12 marooning incidents have also been recorded.
The department said that major highways and roads in both urban and rural areas have been severely affected, with some impassable and in need of rehabilitation.
Zimbabwe has been battered by heavy rains in recent months, which have caused severe flooding resulting in loss of lives, property, and extensive damage to road and railway infrastructure.
In the southern African country, the rainfall season typically runs from October to March, bringing heavy rainfall and occasional storms.

