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Awiirac Village, Aperkira Sub-county, Kaberamaido District – Hope is beginning to shine after a tragic lightning strike claimed the lives of three people in Awiirac village. The tragedy caught national attention after the Patriot newspaper published the story, prompting a swift response from the government.
District Chairperson Mr. Victor Rex Ekesu confirmed to the Patriot News Desk that he received a call from the Office of the Prime Minister, Hon. Robina Nabbanja, who requested the names and details of the victims for profiling and possible government assistance.
“The media plays a vital role in society – they educate, inform, and entertain. They are the fourth arm of government. I am grateful for the role the media is playing in transforming lives,” Ekesu said, applauding the efforts of the Patriot website and its local reporter.
He further stated that the affected families will receive support through the Prime Minister’s office. Mr. Ekesu also issued a public safety reminder, urging residents to avoid taking shelter in open places during thunderstorms and to refrain from wearing electrically conductive footwear during rainy weather.
The incident occurred on Sunday at around 5:00 PM, when three villagers, returning from a local savings group meeting, sought shelter in a church during a heavy downpour. Tragically, lightning struck the church, killing all three on the spot.

