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A lightning strike hit a classroom on Tuesday at a primary school in the Masi-Manimba territory, in the southwest of the Democratic Republic of Congo, killing four pupils and seriously injuring several others. According to local authorities, the storm struck the Kano school while the children were in class, nearly 400 km from Kinshasa along National Road No. 1. Three pupils were burned, and five others — along with a teacher and an administrative staff member — lost consciousness at the moment of impact.
The territory administrator, Emery Kanguma, confirmed the severity of the incident and described it as “a natural disaster,” made even more striking by the fact that the rainfall was not particularly heavy, with the lightning falling “directly on a classroom.” The bodies were transferred to the morgue of the Masi-Manimba General Hospital, where the injured are also receiving emergency care.
The Ministry of National Education expressed its “deep sorrow” and announced the activation of a crisis unit tasked with coordinating psychosocial support for the families and medical assistance for survivors.

