Madagascar: Rainy season - Weather Madagascar launches a lightning alert
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Weather Madagascar has issued a heightened vigilance in the face of the risks of lightning. “Lightning could be intense, so caution is needed,” the weather service said this weekend. This alert concerns the regions of Analamanga, Itasy, Fenoarivobe, Faratsiho, Ambatolampy, Antanifotsy, Antsirabe I-II, Manandona and Fandriana, this Monday, December 1, 2025.
Yesterday, residents of Itaosy were strongly impressed by a flash of light without any rain being observed. “There was no even rain,” several residents said. The gendarmerie indicates that no victims have been identified in the area where this lightning fell.
Violent phenomenon
On the other hand, last week, lightning caused the death of sixteen people, according to a report by the gendarmerie. Eight deaths were recorded in Vohibato, in the Matsiatra Ambony region, one in Ambohijatovo Ivandry, two in Imerimandroso Ambohidratrimo, two in Ambohimangakely, in the Analamanga region, two in Ambositra, in the Amoron'i Mania region and one in Antanifotsy, in the Vakinankaratra region.
Lightning is a natural phenomenon mainly observed during thunderstorms. It results from an accumulation of electrical charges in the clouds and an imbalance of charge between the cloud and the ground, which then becomes positively charged. When this difference in load becomes too great, the air, normally insulating, ruptures and the electricity suddenly unloads, creating a flash, explains Lahatra Mampionona, forecaster at the General Directorate of Meteorology.
According to the engineer, the phenomenon is particularly violent in the regions of Bongolava, Matsiatra Ambony and Amoron'i Mania. High heat, humidity, the rise of warm air, the presence of reliefs and thick and unstable clouds are the main aggravating factors.
To reduce the risk of accidents, it recommends disconnecting all electrical sources, avoiding contact with water, not approaching windows and doors, and never sheltering under a tree. He adds that if a person is struck by lightning, a cardiac massage can save them.

