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A severe lightning strike in Kyetume Village, Gomba District, left residents counting losses after it hit a home where a family was asleep, damaging solar equipment, household electronics, and even the installed lightning arrester. In the same neighborhood, the lightning bolt also killed four cows and several sheep.
The incident occurred on October 5th, 2025, at around 2:00 a.m., when a powerful bolt of lightning struck the home of a resident, Ms. Mugizi Anne  Theresa, damaging property and causing panic among those who were asleep at the time.
Anna described the terrifying moment when her house was hit.
“I saw the room light up and tremble, followed by a loud bang,” she said. “Suddenly the solar lights went off, and the inverter started making a loud whistling sound.”
When dawn broke, residents assessed the damage and found that four light bulbs had blown, a charging socket had broken, and one mobile phone was destroyed, its camera completely burnt out. The family’s lightning arrester—installed as a safety measure—had also been struck, leaving its earthing copper wire bent and a hole drilled into a brick wall.
The impact extended beyond Anna’s home. Several neighbors woke up to find their livestock—four cows and multiple sheep—dead, believed to have been electrocuted by the same lightning surge. The strike also hit a pit latrine door, leaving scorch marks and debris.
The affected residents are now questioning whether their lightning protection systems are still operational after the incident.
