Ndendé: lightning roaps the life of a high school student  - Gabon
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Victim Siane Matsanga Mbadinga 
It is a lightning drama, literally and figuratively, that has mourned the city of Ndendé, the capital of the department of Dola, in the province of Ngounié, reports the daily newspaper L’Union. Siane Matsanga Mbadinga, a young student in his 20s at the Paul-Marie-Yembit State High School, tragically lost her life on Saturday, May 18, 2025, after being struck by lightning in the rain.
According to the testimonies collected from the family, the events occurred around 19 hours in the Malaba district. As the showers fell on the city, Siane and her brother had taken the initiative to recover rainwater with the help of containers. A banal gesture, common in many households in the rainy season. But when it comes to return, a dazzling flash and a dreadful detonation breaks the silence.
Turning around, the brother discovers the horror: his sister is on the ground, clothes charred, hair burned. Lightning hit her head-on. The emergency relief workers, called in an emergency, could only note the death of the young high school girl, whose body was transferred to the morgue of the hospital of Ndendé. The family buried him the following Monday, in a heavy atmosphere of pain and misunderstanding.
Call for prevention and equipment
This tragic event, which has disrupted an entire community, revives the debate on the prevention of risks related to extreme weather events, especially in rural areas where awareness-raising and protection mechanisms are almost non-existent.
“Thunderstorms are getting more violent, and yet we don’t know how to protect ourselves from them,” said a high school teacher, still in shock. The drama of Siane Matsanga Mbadinga is a cruel reminder that in the face of climate change, ignorance is expensive. It calls on local and national authorities to strengthen education campaigns on natural hazards and to equip schools and vulnerable dwellings with lightning protection schemes.
Meanwhile, Ndendé mourns one of his daughters, torn too early from life in a circumstance as brutal as it is unjust.
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