Senegal - Kaolack: thunderbolt kills two children and hurts a girl in Medina Thiameène (appointed mayor )  
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Kaolack, August 18 (APS) – The lightning striked two children, an 8-year-old boy and a 12-year-old girl, injuring another 15-year-old girl on Monday in Medina Thiamene, a village in the municipality of Wack Ngouna (centre), Ibrahima Sall.
The victims were returning from the fields at around 5 p.m. when they were struck by lightning at the height of the village on the road from Wack Ngouna to Saboya, said Mr. Sall.
Urgently transferred to the Wack Ngouna health centre, only one of the two girls survived.
The lifeless bodies of the two victims were taken to the El-Henji Ibrahima Niasse Regional Hospital (CHREIN) in Kaolack for autopsy.
“As this day is very rainy, the growers deemed it necessary to go to the field after having taken the midday meal. At about 5 p.m., the rain picked up again with thunder, and these three children returning from the fields were, unfortunately, struck the lightning,” the deputy mayor of Wack Ngouna reported.
This tragedy brings to the attention of the lack of lightning conductors and civil protection in rural areas and child labour in rural activities, he said.
“We need to raise awareness among the population, especially parents and even children who have to be held at home during the rain. We call on the authorities to come and help us install lightning rods at the level of the various areas of our commune with 65 villages,” said Ibrahima Sall.

