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Tragedy struck Moulvoudaye, in the Far North region of Cameroon. Three children lost their lives in a fire that started after lightning struck a straw dwelling.
The victims were aged between 7 and 14. They were inside the house when the fire broke out during a period of heavy rain and storms.
Lightning is believed to have struck a straw dwelling
According to initial reports from the local press, a violent lightning strike hit the house during the rain. The house, built with flammable materials, quickly caught fire.
The flames reportedly spread rapidly through the roof and straw walls. The three children, trapped inside, could not be rescued in time.
The tragedy has caused widespread shock in the community. Residents reportedly tried to intervene to control the flames, but the fire spread too quickly.
A tragedy in the Far North
Moulvoudaye is located in the Far North of Cameroon, a region where many rural dwellings are still built with lightweight materials, including straw and wood.
This type of construction can become particularly vulnerable during thunderstorms, especially when lightning directly strikes a house or nearby building.
Following the fire, local authorities and emergency services reportedly went to the scene to assess the damage and support the bereaved family.
The risk of severe thunderstorms
Lightning remains a major danger during the rainy season. In rural areas, houses made of dry materials can quickly catch fire when a lightning strike ignites a blaze.
Experts generally recommend moving away from exposed structures during thunderstorms, avoiding isolated trees, and limiting movement when rain is accompanied by close lightning.
For the affected families, however, the priority remains mourning. The deaths of these three children serve as a stark reminder of the vulnerability of some homes to severe weather events.
A grieving family
The children were still very young. Their deaths have devastated the residents of Moulvoudaye, where the disaster has become the main topic of conversation.
Currently, available information indicates an accidental fire caused by lightning. No other official figures have been released.

