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HARARE, April 29 (Xinhua) -- At least 138 people have been killed and 72 others injured across Zimbabwe due to rain-induced hazards since the start of the rainy season last October, the Department of Civil Protection (DCP) said Wednesday.
In its latest situation report, the DCP stated that persistent heavy rains in March triggered widespread flooding, dam breaches, and marooning incidents. The severe weather also devastated critical infrastructure, including bridges, in some parts of the country.
The fatalities were primarily attributed to drowning as individuals attempted to cross flooded rivers, as well as lightning strikes and mine collapses caused by the heavy downpours.
The impact has been extensive, with 8,352 households affected and damage reported to 347 houses, 237 schools, and 15 health facilities. Major highways and roads in both urban and rural areas have also been rendered impassable and require urgent rehabilitation.
In the agricultural sector, excessive rainfall in March washed away crops at an advanced growth stage. The DCP noted that this destruction has further compounded localized food insecurity in already vulnerable communities.
Zimbabwe's rainy season typically runs from October to March, bringing heavy rainfall and occasional storms that frequently pose risks to life and infrastructure. 

