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At least two people were killed and three others injured after a lightning strike during a heavy rainstorm in eastern Uganda, local officials said.
The incident occurred in Busimba Village, Gumpi Sub-county, as a group of relatives worked in a garden planting sugarcane when they were struck on Friday evening.
“We have received heavy rain characterized by lightning in my area, which left two people dead and three others injured,” said Mr David Mugweri, the area LC1 chairman.
He identified the deceased as Joel Italo, a resident of Namaganga Village in Jinja District, and Brenda Naigaga, a resident of Nkondo Village in Buyende District who was originally from Jinja City.
According to Mr Mugweri, the victims were relatives. He said Naigaga was Italo’s sister and had travelled to Buyende after their mother invited them to help with planting sugarcane.
Mr Emmanuel Mawulire, a councillor representing Kimbaya Parish in Gumpi Sub-county, said the bodies were later taken by relatives for burial.
“What is clear is that lightning killed two people, and relatives were informed by mobile phone to pick the bodies,” he said.
He added that Naigaga had been married in Buyende.
Local leaders urged residents to take precautions during storms.
He advised locals to always stay indoors during rains to prevent deaths of this nature.
Lightning strikes are relatively common in Uganda during heavy rains, particularly in rural areas where people often work outdoors during storms.

