Deadly lightning in Walikale: a decimated family, a recurring drama in North Kivu – DRC 
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The roar of thunder, a blinding flash, then chaos. Sunday, January 4, in a torrential rain that fell on the Ikobo group, the life of Mirungi’s family has fallen into horror. Lightning has been invited into the privacy of a home, stealing the life of an 18-year-old at the time and leaving his 14-year-old sister, seriously injured, struggling between life and death. A lightning accident in North Kivu that is unfortunately not an isolated case, but points to the alarming vulnerability of rural communities to the whims of the sky.
Local administrative sources, with their faces closed by the habit of misfortune, confirmed the facts. While the storm was raging in the evening, the electric shock hit the family home. The teenager did not survive. For her younger sister, the nightmare took the form of burns and traumas requiring an emergency evacuation to the medical facility in Buleusa. The house, meanwhile, is nothing but a pile of ash and twisted sheet metal. All the family’s possessions, the fruit of an often fierce work, were wiped out in a few seconds. The lightning in Walikale doesn't just strike, it destroys.
How can a family get up from such a blow of fate? The question haunts neighbors and relatives, powerless. This lightning accident in the Congo highlights extreme precariousness. The habitat, often made of rudimentary materials, offers a derisory protection against the elements. The absence of lightning rod systems or even basic safety instructions during thunderstorms turns every bad weather into a potential deadly lottery. In Mirungi, as in many remote villages, nature is both a provider and a constant threat.
The most chilling thing about this is that fate seems to be repeating itself. Last year, Walikale’s territory recorded more than five similar cases, causing the death of men and leaving injuries in its wake. Every victim of lightning in the DRC is an individual tragedy, but their accumulation draws the outline of a collective and systemic problem. Are the bad weather in Mirungi and elsewhere a fatality against which nothing can be made, or the sign of a abandonment of rural areas by the authorities? The lack of an awareness campaign and prevention measures adapted to the local context leaves the poor.
Behind every statistic, there is a face, a broken story. The 14-year-old girl who struggles for her life in Buleusa embodies this double pain: surviving an immense physical trauma, then having to face a future without a roof and, for some members, without a family. Village solidarity is mobilizing, as always, but it has its limits in the face of the extent of material and psychological damage.
This tragedy raises a fundamental question about the safety of the most isolated citizens. The repetition of these extreme climatic events, often referred to as “acts of God,” should not serve as an excuse for inaction. Investing in community weather warning systems, popularizing less vulnerable construction techniques, or simply educating gestures that save during a thunderstorm, are concrete avenues. Death by lightning in Congo must not become a banal seasonal news.
While Mirungi’s bereaved family tries to make sense of the fool, the entire community of the Ikobo group holds its breath. The next storm, when will it come? And who will be his next victim of lightning in the DRC? The answer, today, seems too often written in the dark clouds that pile up in the territory of Walikale. It is urgent that the lightnings of political awareness strike with the same power as those of heaven, to finally protect the populations from this recurring threat.

