Lightning in Kananga: Three women killed during a violent storm in Kasai-Central - DRC
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The night of Tuesday 7 to Wednesday 8 October 2025 will remain engraved in the memory of the inhabitants of Kananga. As a violent storm hit the city, three lives were brutally swept away by lightning, plunging their families and communities into grief.
“I heard a terrifying crack, then screams in the neighborhood,” says Jean Kabeya, a resident of the Kambote district. “When I came out, I discovered the body of my neighbor, inanimate. She had just looked for water when lightning struck her. This poignant testimony illustrates the suddenness with which this tragedy occurred.
In the commune of Lukonga, two women lost their lives while they were outside their homes. The Kambote district, usually animated by the back and forth of the inhabitants, is now plunged into deep sadness. How can a simple release for everyday needs turn to drama? This question now haunts the minds of many Kanais.
Even more disturbing, the drama in the Bianky neighborhood shows that even the interior of the houses does not always offer sufficient protection. The third victim, struck by lightning while she was at home, could not be saved despite the resuscitation efforts. This reality challenges housing conditions and vulnerability to extreme weather events.
The bodies of the three deceased were transported to the morgue while waiting for the funeral to be organized. In the streets of Kananga, the atmosphere is heavy with grief and questioning. Weather accidents of this magnitude are a cruel reminder of the fragility of human life in the face of the forces of nature.
This tragic incident comes in a context of increasingly frequent weather in the Kasai Central region. Severe rains and electrical thunderstorms appear to be gaining in intensity over the years, raising crucial questions about climate change adaptation. Are local authorities sufficiently prepared to deal with these phenomena? Do the population receive the information they need to protect themselves during these stormy episodes?
The death of these three women highlights the challenges facing Congolese urban communities. Between rapid urbanization, sometimes precarious infrastructure and limited awareness of weather risks, how to ensure the safety of citizens? Should the prevention of weather-related accidents become a priority for provincial authorities?
Beyond mourning and dismay, this tragedy calls for a collective reflection on the protective measures to be put in place. Installing lightning rods in high-risk areas, improving weather warning systems, and raising awareness could save lives in future stormy episodes.
As Kananga mourns its three inhabitants, the community gathers to support the bereaved families. This solidarity, while comforting, will not be enough to prevent future drama. Only concerted action between authorities, meteorological experts and citizens will be able to build resilience to climate whims.

