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KABALE: Three school-going children from Kabale District are recovering in hospital after they were struck by lightning during a heavy evening downpour in Kahungye Sub-county.
The victims have been identified as Gracious Ayebare and MacLean Tukamushaba, both Primary Five pupils, and Duncan Saturday, a Primary Three pupil at Katojo Primary School in Kahungye Parish.
According to Kahungye LCIII Councillor Dickson Kamuhanda the eyewitness, the incident occurred as the children were walking home from school amid a severe rainstorm.
“The pupils were caught in heavy rain while returning home when lightning struck them,” Kamuhanda said. 
“They were quickly rushed to Kabale Regional Referral Hospital for treatment, and they are currently receiving medical care.”
Kamuhanda added that the same storm caused widespread destruction in Habuhuriro and Kahungye parishes, damaging homes and destroying banana plantations, a key source of livelihood for many residents.
“Several households have been affected. Roofs were blown off and crops, especially banana plantations, were badly destroyed,” he noted. 
“The community now faces significant losses.”
By press time, authorities had not yet issued an official statement regarding the incident. The condition of the injured pupils and the full extent of the damage remain unclear.
Local leaders have urged residents to take extra precautions during storms, especially ensuring that children seek shelter early to avoid exposure to lightning strikes.

