Rutsiro: Lightning kills a man, his companion faints – Rwanda 
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On the evening of February 14, 2026, a 27-year-old man from Rutsiro District, in Rusebeya Sector, was struck and killed by lightning, while the person he was with fainted.
The incident occurred in Remera Cell, Rurambo Village, at around 1:00 p.m., when heavy rains accompanied by lightning were falling in different parts of the district.
The Executive Secretary of Rusebeya Sector, speaking to IGIHE, confirmed the information, saying the lightning struck the man as he was coming out of a mine where they were extracting minerals.
He said, “He was working in mineral mining with his colleagues. When the rain started, they took shelter inside the mine, but when it reduced and they began coming out, lightning struck him and he died immediately. The person he was with fainted at first but later regained consciousness.”
The body of the deceased was taken to Murunda Hospital for examination before burial.
A 2024 disaster risk assessment report showed that Rwanda has about 326 locations at risk of natural disasters. Among these, around 134 areas were identified as having a high risk of disasters, including lightning.
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