Man struck dead by lightning in Tholulwazi – Eswatini /Swaziland 
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A 30-year-old man from Tholulwazi area near Hlathikhulu tragically lost his life after being struck by lightning on Saturday evening.
According to a statement issued by the Deputy Police Information and Communication Officer,
Assistant Superintendent Nosipho Mnguni, the fatal incident occurred on 1 November 2025 at around 6:00 p.m. while the man was outdoors during a thunderstorm.
“The 30-year-old man was struck by lightning while at Tholulwazi area. He sustained severe burn injuries and was certified dead at the scene,” Mnguni said.
Police officers and emergency personnel attended the scene shortly after the incident was reported. The body was later conveyed to the Hlathikhulu Government Hospital mortuary for post-mortem examination.
Mnguni extended heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family and urged the public to exercise extreme caution during the rainy season.
“We are now in the rainy period, which comes with an increased risk of lightning strikes.
Members of the public are advised to remain indoors during thunderstorms and to avoid open spaces,” she emphasized.
Residents in Tholulwazi described the deceased as a humble and hardworking community member whose sudden death has left many in shock.
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The Eswatini Meteorological Service has also cautioned that more thunderstorms are expected across the country in the coming weeks, particularly in the Shiselweni and Lubombo regions.

How to Protect Yourself from Lightning

To minimize the risk of being struck by lightning, the public is urged to observe the following safety precautions:

Stay Indoors: When you hear thunder, immediately seek shelter in a house or sturdy building. Avoid huts, sheds, or under trees.

Avoid Open Areas: Do not stand in open fields, near water bodies, or on hilltops during thunderstorms.

Keep Away from Electrical Appliances: Unplug appliances and avoid touching electrical equipment, metal doors, or water taps.

Do Not Take Shelter Under Trees: Trees attract lightning standing beneath one can be fatal.

If Caught Outdoors: Crouch low to the ground with your feet close together, and avoid lying flat.

Avoid Using Phones: Refrain from using wired phones or charging devices during lightning storms.
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The Eswatini Royal Police Service continues to remind the public that safety awareness and caution can save lives during severe weather conditions.
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