Kalehe: 12-year-old child among victims of kalong lightning – DRC 
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By Patrick Basimika Delphin - Watoto News.
Two people tragically lost their lives after being struck down on the afternoon of Saturday, January 17, 2026 in the health zone of Kalonge, in the village of Cifunzi, sub-village of Sati, in Kalehe territory.
According to the information gathered, ten people were in a house when they were surprised by lightning. Among them, two died on the spot: a girl under the age of 12 and a 20-year-old boy. The other victims continue to care for traditional practitioners in the field.
Amani Manderere, a resident of the same village and close to one of the deceased, confirms the facts. For her part, Simika Shanyambogo, a member of the victim’s family, testifies:
“We lost our brother on Saturday, January 17, 2026 in the afternoon, while they were resting in a house after the rain.”
This tragedy revives the concerns of the inhabitants in the face of the dangers related to the heavy rains in the Kalonge area.

