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On 10 October 2025, a brief but intense thunderstorm struck the popular tourist destination of God’s Window, leaving around 25 vehicles affected by lightning. The Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) swiftly stepped in to assist those impacted.
Only two people were reported to have sustained injuries: a curio seller and her daughter. Both were taken to Sabi Hospital, where the mother was treated and released the same day, while her daughter remained under observation over the weekend. At the time of this statement, she was awaiting a doctor’s release.
Acting Chief Executive Officer of MTPA, Mr Lemmy Mdluli, expressed his sympathy to all victims, saying, “I am seriously touched by the lightning incident at God’s Window and sympathise with the victims. This is a very rare occurrence at this popular tourist spot. I also want to appreciate the Blyde Hospitality Service team for helping the victims.”
Among the vehicles struck, only one suffered serious burns on the dashboard, while others experienced electrical faults or tyre punctures. The Blyde Hospitality Service team provided support by offering phones to contact insurance companies and towing vehicles to destinations specified by insurers.
Tourists were assisted with accommodation or transportation to pre-booked hotels and lodges. Among those affected were two international visitors from Greece and Belgium. A Gauteng-based family of four, whose car was uninsured, received transport and temporary lodging at the Grasskop Hotel while their vehicle and trailer were safely stored.
The MTPA team also ensured that many tourists safely reached their homes or booked destinations following the incident.

