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Blouberg, 22 December 2025 – The Zion Christian Church community in Limpopo is in deep sorrow after a lightning strike killed three members during an overnight prayer service, leaving families heartbroken and the congregation searching for comfort amid the tragedy. The incident, which struck a tent full of worshippers in Inveraan Village near Senwabarwana, has left eight others injured and sparked calls for better safety during outdoor gatherings. For the loved ones of the deceased – Mosibudi Mokgobu (44), Glenda Modjadji Ntjana (36), and Ribson Mothemane (46) – it is a painful loss during a time meant for reflection and joy, with two already laid to rest on Saturday in the Blouberg Municipality. 
Ordinary churchgoers who attend these all-night vigils now face fear, wondering if such natural dangers can be avoided in their quest for spiritual connection. The strike happened as heavy rain and thunderstorms swept the area, catching the group off guard in an open field where they had set up for prayer. As holidays bring families together, many in the ZCC and beyond are praying for healing, with the event’s theme of faith in tough times ringing true. 
In a rural area where nature’s power is felt strongly, this tragedy reminds everyone to respect the elements while holding onto hope. For South Africans who value community and prayer, this hits close, calling for support to the bereaved and steps to make services safer. With the injured recovering in hospital, the focus turns to unity, ensuring such losses do not happen again.
Lightning strikes like this are rare but deadly during storms, especially in open fields. The ZCC’s loss has brought the community closer, but it also calls for awareness on weather risks during outdoor events.
The Tragic Lightning Strike During Prayer
The strike happened in the early hours of Sunday last week at Inveraan Village in Senwabarwana, Limpopo, where ZCC members had gathered for an overnight prayer vigil. A large tent was set up in an open field, and as congregants sang, heavy rain and thunderstorms developed, leading to the fatal strike.1ad120 The lightning hit the tent, killing three instantly and injuring eight others aged between 12 and 56, believed to be from nearby Sefihlampyana Village.
The deceased were identified by their next of kin as Ribson Mothemane (46), Mosibudi Mokgobu (44), and Glenda Modjadji Ntjana (36), all from nearby villages like Tau, Ga-Radimang, and Ga-Manaka. The injured were rushed to a local healthcare facility, where the three were certified dead on arrival, and the remaining five were transferred to a hospital for further treatment.For the congregation, what started as a night of prayer ended in tragedy, leaving scars that will take time to heal.
These strikes during services are rare but not unheard of, with past incidents in Limpopo seeing similar losses when lightning hits tents or open fields. The open setting, common for large ZCC gatherings, raises risks during storms, calling for better safety like lightning rods or indoor options.
Community Mourning and Funerals
The ZCC community has come together in grief, with funerals for two of the deceased held on Saturday in Blouberg Municipality. Family, friends, and fellow congregants packed the service, honouring the lives of Mosibudi Mokgobu, Glenda Motjatji Njana, and Ribson Mothemane with prayers and songs.The communities of Tau, Ga-Radimang, and Ga-Manaka gathered to mourn, offering comfort to the bereaved families in a time of deep loss.
Hearts are heavy as the faith community prays for strength, with comments like “Are ZCC Members cursed guys??” echoing the confusion and pain felt by many. Local authorities have opened an inquest into the circumstances, while police and weather experts urge vigilance during the peak rainy season, emphasising the danger of lightning in open spaces. For the injured, recovery continues in hospital, with the community rallying support through visits and donations.
The ZCC, one of SA’s largest churches, holds these overnight services as part of their faith, but this tragedy has sparked talks on safety measures like weather checks or safer venues to protect worshippers.
Broader Pattern of Lightning Tragedies in South Africa

Lightning strikes kill dozens each year in SA, with rural areas like Limpopo seeing high rates due to open fields and storms.0090eb In this case, the tent in an open field raised risks, as lightning seeks tall points or open spaces. Past incidents, like three killed in a church tent in Limpopo or a family losing three sons in Zambia, show how these happen during gatherings or at home.
In SA, over 250 die from lightning yearly, with education on safety like staying indoors during storms key to cutting numbers.For churches like ZCC that hold outdoor services, it calls for lightning rods or indoor shifts when weather turns bad.96ba9e Climate change brings more severe storms, raising risks in open rural spots.
These tragedies leave communities grieving, with funerals like this one bringing people together but also sparking calls for better awareness to prevent loss.
Calls for Safety and Prevention

As the community mourns, calls grow for better safety at church services, like weather apps for warnings or safe venues during storms. Police urge respecting the water and weather, emphasising vigilance in thunderstorm season. For ZCC and other groups, it means planning with safety in mind, like lightning protection for tents.
Broader, government can help with education campaigns on lightning risks, especially in rural areas. Success in similar efforts, like community workshops, has cut incidents before, showing prevention works.
For the bereaved, support like counselling helps heal, with the church offering prayers and aid.a86f3c The story reminds us to cherish life and prepare for nature’s power.
As the year ends, the ZCC’s loss calls for unity and safety, ensuring faith gatherings stay joyful, not tragic.


