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1 May 2026 
By  Eric Nshimiyimana
A 21-year-old man identified as Nshimiye from Rutsiro District has died after being struck by lightning while he was sleeping.
The incident occurred in Mukura Sector, Kageyo Cell, in Rukondo Village, during the night of April 30, 2026.
The spokesperson for the Police in the Western Province, SP Sylvestre Twajamahoro, confirmed the information.
He said, “It is true, lightning struck him at his home while he was asleep. Lightning has been frequent in Rutsiro and some other areas in the Western Province, which is why residents are often advised to take precautions.”
He also urged the public to remember safety measures during the rainy season, including avoiding shelter under trees, not handling or plugging in electrical devices, avoiding contact with metal objects, not walking in the rain, and ensuring that children do not play in puddles during rainfall.
The body of the deceased was taken to Murunda Hospital for examination before burial.
Rutsiro District is among the areas frequently affected by lightning disasters, which claim several lives each year.
Report from citizen reporter Frank Shumbusho

