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By Emmanuel Nkangura 
Lightning strikes killed five cows and injured five other in Kabare Sector, Kayonza District, local authorities have confirmed.
The incident occurred on the afternoon of Thursday, February 26, during heavy rains. The affected animals were grazing in Nyarusange and Kamuhabura villages, Rubimba Cell.
Djafari Bagirigomwa, the Executive Secretary of Kabare Sector, said that the area has recently experienced a series of weather-related incidents linked to ongoing heavy rains.
“Lightning strikes hit 10 cows owned by two residents, and five of them died on the spot,” he said. “We will meet the affected families to express our sympathy and assess how best they can be supported.” 
He urged residents to take precautionary measures as the rainy season intensifies, warning that thunderstorms pose significant risks to both people and livestock.
“We call on residents to strengthen prevention efforts, including clearing drainage channels and securing rooftops to minimise damage from heavy rains and strong winds,” he said.
Djafari also advised the public to avoid using electronic devices such as mobile phones, radios and televisions during thunderstorms, citing the increased risk of lightning strikes.
Eastern Province, including parts of Kayonza District, has in recent months experienced intermittent heavy rainfall, raising concerns over disasters such as lightning, floods and strong winds.
Authorities continue to encourage communities to remain vigilant and to follow safety guidelines issued by relevant agencies to reduce the impact of extreme weather events.
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