Gisagara: Lightning kills one person, injures two – Rwanda 
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A 37-year-old woman from Gisagara District was struck by lightning and killed, while two others were injured.
The person who died was from Nyanza Sector, whereas the injured are from Muganza Sector.
The incident occurred on the night of January 7–8, 2026, when heavy rain fell across much of the Southern Province throughout the night until the morning.
One of the neighbors of the deceased, Butoyi Marie Louise, told IGIHE that the mother, who had separated from her husband, left behind four children.
She said that the woman was sleeping alone in a room while the children were in another room when lightning struck, destroying the house’s electrical system and killing her instantly.
The youngest child, a four-year-old, began crying due to the darkness, and the eldest, aged 16, went to take the child to their mother. When he entered the room, he found that she had already died.
He said, “He went to the room with the child, only to find that his mother had already died. He immediately went to alert the neighbors, and they confirmed that she had indeed passed away.”
The Gisagara District Mayor, Rutaburingoga Jérome, told IGIHE that in addition to this woman, the lightning also struck two other people from Muganza Sector.
They were taken to Mugombwa Health Center and are currently breathing.
Mayor Rutaburingoga said, “These are clear signs of climate change. Incidents like this were not common before. Last year, 13 people died due to lightning, and earlier this week, lightning struck cows and two people in Gishubi Sector, causing fatalities, which shows how severely we are affected.”
He added that measures have been put in place to spread early warning systems in areas where people gather and urged residents to continue taking precautions.
Besides lightning, last year more than 150 houses were destroyed in Gisagara District, and over 500 hectares of crops were damaged in flood-affected marshlands.
On January 4, 2025, fifteen people in Ngoma District were also struck by lightning; nine of them died while tending to livestock during a rainstorm.
An analysis of the severity and risks caused by climate change in Rwanda in 2024 confirms that earthquakes and lightning are among the disasters that have caused unusually high fatalities over different periods. Between 2016 and 2023, earthquakes killed 449 people, while lightning claimed 379 lives.
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