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Here are the two recent news stories from Kenya.
Lightning Strikes Nine Dead in Church
The Nation (Nairobi)
March 23, 2002
Posted to the web March 22, 2002
Owino Opondo
Nine villagers have been struck dead by lightning while sheltering in a
church during heavy rain.
Twelve others were badly injured in the disaster, which occurred on Thursday
in Mumias District.
Eight were killed on the spot while a ninth died on the way to St Mary's
Hospital in Mumias town.
Bumwende village in Shibinga, Butere, was yesterday in mourning as villagers
came to terms with the loss of their loved ones.
The victims were among 60 sugarcane farmers attending a meeting of the
Mumias Outgrowers at Bumwende Salvation Army Church.
The dead included four brothers from two families. Two of the injured were
men and the rest all women.
The farmers' meeting - which was to be addressed by candidates for the
company's directorships - was to be held in the church compound but was
moved indoors due to the sudden downpour.
Farmer Kepha Omito had just led the group in prayers when thunder clap shook
the church and a flash cut through the church's corrugated iron roof.
Mr Omito was one of those Killed.
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Survivor Jackson Atenya Sakwa, 40, said the rains began barely three minutes
after company director Boniface Mandu had appealed for support in the
elections scheduled for March 27.

"Ifeltas if | had been hit with an iron bar on the head. | saw a bright
flash, then the blast. | lost consciousness," he told the Nation.

"When | woke up, | saw dead bodies. | saw Henry Okutoyi's head burning like
firewood. | saw my brother Joshua Sakwa's body. | tried to straighten him
out and give him first aid. It was all in vain."

The dead included Peter Lwaka Amakobe, Reuben Makokha Amakobe,

two brothers - Stephen Kanenje Ashuma and Henry Okutoyi Ashuma - Repher
Omito Chalicha, Margaret Nabutie Manguya and John Juma Lolo.

Mr Mutobera Orata was pronounced dead on arrival at St Mary's Hospital.
Most of those who died were wearing slippers.

Mr Sakwa said: "We went into the church to keep away from the rain. Some
were seated while others met on the walls.”

He told of an earth tremor, panic and confusion when disaster struck. Yet, a
day later, everything seemed peaceful and intact in the church, save for a
crack on the wall.

Near the pulpit was a pool of blood - a sign of the last moment of one of
the victims.

The children of a victim, Mrs Margaret Manguya, were overcome with grief and
at the scene.

Deputy police spokesman Dola Indidis said 31 people escaped unhurt.
The dead included six men and two women.
Police visited the scene and took the bodies to St Mary's Hospital mortuary.

"“The injured were admitted to the same hospital in serious condition," Mr
Indidid said

Fatal lightning strikes are common in Western province and Kisii.

In January, three pupils from Obuchuni primary school in Teso District were
killed in a similar disaster. Fifteen others and their headmaster were
seriously injured, but they survived.

In the same month, two sisters died and a child was injured when lightning
struck their house in Bomet District.
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