Lightning Strikes Two Siblings in Mashonaland West, One Killed – Zimbabwe 
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A tragic lightning strike has claimed the life of an 11-year-old child in Mashonaland West, leaving their nine-year-old sibling traumatised after a sudden encounter with nature’s deadly force. The incident occurred at the Grantley mine compound, where the young siblings had been playing in the rain, unaware of the danger that the storm would bring. Authorities and local residents have described the event as both shocking and devastating, a grim reminder of the risks associated with the country’s rainy season.
According to the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP), the two children were outdoors enjoying the rainfall when a lightning bolt struck them directly. The strike was immediate and fatal for the older sibling, leaving the family in deep grief. Inspector Ian Kohwera, spokesperson for the ZRP, confirmed the heartbreaking details, stating that the community of Chakari has been left reeling at the suddenness of the event. “This is a tragic incident that has affected an entire family and shocked the local community,” he said.
The younger child, aged nine, miraculously survived the strike. After regaining consciousness, the child had the traumatic responsibility of alerting their parents to the loss of the older sibling. Inspector Kohwera recounted, “The nine-year-old victim later re-gained consciousness and advised their parents of what had occurred.” For a child to relay such devastating news to their parents underscores the profound trauma both siblings and the family now face.
Police officers from ZRP Chakari were dispatched to the scene immediately after being alerted. They quickly assessed the situation, securing the area to prevent further accidents, and transported the deceased child’s body to Kadoma General Hospital for official documentation and post-mortem procedures. The presence of law enforcement and medical personnel helped manage the scene, but the emotional toll on the family and the surrounding community remains immeasurable.

Lightning Tragedy Claims Life of Child in Mashonaland West, Sibling Survives
The tragedy has sparked concern among local authorities, who have issued urgent warnings to communities across Zimbabwe as the rainy season intensifies. Lightning strikes, which often accompany the country’s sudden storms, are a significant yet sometimes overlooked hazard. Inspector Kohwera urged the public to exercise caution, highlighting that many such deaths are preventable with proper safety measures. He said, “The public is advised to take precautionary measures during this impending rain season to avoid loss of life due to lightning or drowning.”
Experts emphasize that while lightning is a natural phenomenon, it is extremely dangerous, especially for children who often play outdoors during rain. Educators, parents, and community leaders are being called upon to raise awareness about simple safety practices, such as staying indoors, avoiding open fields, and refraining from taking shelter under isolated trees during storms. In addition, ensuring that children are supervised during heavy rainfall can significantly reduce the risk of such incidents.
Local residents of Chakari described the atmosphere following the incident as one of profound shock. What should have been a moment of innocent play turned into a family’s worst nightmare, with neighbours coming together to support the bereaved household. Community leaders have also emphasised the importance of mourning while learning from the tragedy to prevent future occurrences.
The surviving sibling now faces both physical and emotional recovery. Trauma counsellors have urged that support be extended to the child, highlighting that witnessing and surviving such an incident can have lasting psychological effects. Family members are reportedly seeking guidance from mental health professionals to help the young child process the ordeal.
This incident serves as a stark reminder of nature’s unpredictable and destructive power. While Zimbabwe benefits from abundant rainfall that sustains agriculture and water resources, the seasonal storms pose genuine threats, particularly to vulnerable populations. Authorities continue to advocate for heightened public awareness and proactive safety measures to mitigate the dangers associated with these natural events.
As the Chakari family mourns their devastating loss, police and community members alike hope that the tragedy will serve as a critical lesson for other families. Seasonal storms are an unavoidable aspect of Zimbabwe’s climate, but vigilance, education, and precautionary steps can save lives. Communities are encouraged to prioritise safety and ensure children are protected during inclement weather, particularly as the rainy season reaches its peak.
The loss of a young life to lightning is a stark and sobering reminder of how quickly joy can turn to grief, and how a single moment can irreversibly change a family’s life. The ZRP continues to urge families, schools, and community members to remain alert, emphasizing that awareness and preparedness are the most effective tools in preventing similar tragedies.

