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Three people have died after being struck by lightning in the Harry Gwala District in less than a week, as severe storms continue to lash parts of KwaZulu-Natal.
According to the department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (Cogta), the latest victim, Shonaphi Phikisile Mhlongo, 66, was killed on Tuesday, February 10, in the Springvale area, Ward 9, near Ixopo in the Johannes Phungula Local Municipality.
She succumbed to injuries sustained during a lightning strike, which brings the district's death toll to three since Saturday.
Her death follows two other lightning-related fatalities recorded on February 7. Thembisile Khumalo, 45, from Ngwaqa Village in the Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma Municipality, and Mayford Khanyisani Zulu, 36, from Ward 11, KaNokweja, in the Johannes Phungula Local Municipality, were also killed during the weekend storms.
Beyond the tragic loss of life, the storms have caused significant damage across the Harry Gwala and uMgungundlovu Districts, the Cogta department said.
More than 126 households, affecting over 460 people, have been impacted. Authorities report that 39 homes have been completely destroyed, while several others have been left structurally unsafe. Local farmers have also reported livestock losses as cattle were struck by lightning.
As disaster management teams work to repair damaged houses and public infrastructure, the KwaZulu-Natal Cogta MEC, Reverend Thulasizwe Buthelezi, has conveyed condolences to the affected families.
“Our thoughts are with the families affected by these incidents,” said MEC Buthelezi.
He added that the Provincial Disaster Management Centre (PDMC) is leading coordinated relief efforts to support affected communities.
“Through the PDMC, we are ensuring that families receive support. We are providing relief and counselling to affected households.”

