Huye: Lightning kills a man, injures a woman – Rwanda 
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On the evening of January 28, a 32-year-old man from Huye District in Kinazi Sector was struck by lightning and died, while a 27-year-old woman from the same sector was injured.
The incident occurred at around 4:00 p.m. on January 28, 2026, as heavy rainfall accompanied by unusually intense lightning fell across many areas of the Southern Province, including Huye.
In Ruvugizo Village, Gitovu Cell, Kinazi Sector in Huye District, lightning struck a man who had taken shelter at his home near the kitchen, killing him instantly.
The lightning also struck a 27-year-old woman in the neighboring Gahana Cell, in Gasaka Village, causing her severe shock. She was immediately taken to a health facility for treatment.
The Spokesperson of the Rwanda National Police in the Southern Province, CIP Kamanzi Hassa, told IGIHE that the lightning was reported in several parts of the Southern Province, including Huye and Muhanga. However, Huye was particularly affected, as two people from Kinazi Sector were struck, one of whom died on the spot.
He said, “There was heavy rain mixed with strong winds and lightning. A man who was sheltering at his home near the kitchen was struck by lightning and died. Police were immediately alerted by residents and responded promptly, and the body was taken to Butare University Teaching Hospital (CHUB).”
CIP Kamanzi added that the lightning also struck a woman, leaving her in critical condition. Security organs quickly took her to a medical facility, where she is currently receiving treatment.
A 2024 disaster risk assessment report showed that Rwanda has about 326 locations exposed to risks from natural disasters.
Among these, approximately 134 locations were identified as being at particularly high risk of disasters, including lightning strikes.
Information from the 2024 assessment of climate change–related hazards and risks in Rwanda confirms that landslides and lightning are among the disasters that have caused an unusually high number of deaths over time. Between 2016 and 2023, landslides claimed 449 lives, while lightning strikes killed 379 people.
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