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3 January 2026 

By Gustave Mparany 

A 13-year-old girl was struck down in Manakambahiny on New Year's Day. The neighborhood is the stun of an unprecedented drama.
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	The emotion remains lively in the neighborhood of Ankerakely Manakambahiny.


On January 1, as the sun shone cloudless over Ankerakely Manakambahiny in the 2nd district, a 13-year-old girl lost her life in brutal and unexpected circumstances. Sent by her mother to fetch her little brother who was bathing outside, she was struck down in broad daylight, under dry skies, without rain or apparent threat.
Lightning would have entered their home before following the teenager when she got out. The explosion was so sudden and violent that it left no chance for the victim, who died instantly, without even being able to be taken to hospital. His body was carrying traces of burns and his clothes were torn. The tragedy occurred a hundred meters from the house of the in-laws of a witness, present on the scene at the time of the events.
Sent
“I didn’t see the scene directly. I was at my in-laws. Another house saw lightning fall, but we didn’t know it had hit anyone,” he said. The lightning, of exceptional intensity, was followed by an explosion noise that froze the entire neighborhood. “What we have seen is both a very bright flash and an extremely strong detonation. The device that was running outside stopped sharply,” he added.
The device in question, an enclosure or a sound device, had been placed in the courtyard by its owner. He was playing high-volume music just before the impact. “We initially thought the device was damaged because it stopped abruptly. But, a few seconds later, he got back on track,” said another witness.
What further disturbs the inhabitants is the unusual nature of the phenomenon. “We assume that the lightning had been sent. The sun was shining, the sky was clear. There was no rain, just a little earlier a light shower that quickly stopped. But, at the time of the tragedy, the weather was perfectly dry, "says a neighbor, still in shock.
In the neighborhood, questions are multiplying. The hypotheses go well, between rare natural phenomena and beliefs.
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