Karongi: Lightning kills a six-year-old child, leaves parents unconscious – Rwanda 
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A six-year-old child from Karongi District was struck by lightning and died, leaving his parents unconscious.
The incident occurred in Kibuburo Village, Gisovu Cell, Twumba Sector, on January 27, 2026.
The lightning did not strike only that household; it also struck a neighboring home, where two children lost consciousness.
Between 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., heavy rain accompanied by frequent lightning fell in Twumba Sector.
During the rainfall, residents went to take shelter at the home of Manirafasha Samuel, where they found him, his wife Yambabariye Thamar, and their child lying on the ground. Upon checking on them, they realized the child was no longer breathing.
These residents were the first to determine that the family had been struck by lightning and immediately informed local authorities.
The Executive Secretary of Twumba Sector, Uwimana Phanüel, told IGIHE that residents of the area were urged to install lightning conductors, as the area is frequently affected by lightning strikes.
He said, “The area where this happened is one that is often struck by lightning. We encourage residents to purchase lightning conductors because, even though people think they are expensive, they are not more valuable than their lives.”
In Rwanda, lightning conductors cost between 40,000 Rwandan francs and 200,000 Rwandan francs, depending on the size of the area they are meant to protect.
Residents are also advised to avoid using radios, mobile phones, and televisions during storms accompanied by lightning, as these increase the risk of being struck.
 
                      Report from citizen reporter Frank Shumbusho
