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Two residents of Rutsiro District were struck by lightning — one died instantly, while the other lost consciousness and was rushed to the hospital.
The incident occurred on the evening of Thursday, October 23, 2025, in Gihango Sector, after 6:00 p.m.
Among those struck was a 26-year-old woman who lived in Kandahura Village, Congo Nil Cell.
The second victim was a 16-year-old student in his first year of secondary school at Mataba Secondary School.
The Executive Secretary of Gihango Sector, Rutayisire Munyambaraga Deogratias, told IGIHE that they were deeply saddened by the woman’s death.
He said:
“We were saddened by the death of the deceased because her husband had gone out for medical treatment, leaving her at home. When he returned, he found her lying in the kitchen doorway. She had left behind two children.”
He added:
“The student from GS Mataba was struck by lightning and lost consciousness. He was taken to Congo Nil Health Center, where he initially could not regain consciousness. The medical team treated him, and this morning he is doing much better and is about to be discharged.”
Rutayisire took the opportunity to remind residents that Rutsiro District’s terrain makes it prone to lightning, especially during this rainy season. He advised people to take precautions — to avoid using electronic devices that attract electricity, walking in the rain, taking shelter under trees, or standing near water runoff from rooftops.
The Director General in charge of Emergency Response at MINEMA, ACP Egide Mugwiza, recently told IGIHE that lightning is a particular problem in rural areas, since most urban buildings are equipped with lightning rods.
Rutsiro District is one of the mountainous regions frequently hit by lightning.
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