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By A Correspondent – A Chinese national involved in a major cement project in Magunje died on Monday after being struck by lightning under unusual circumstances, despite clear weather conditions at the time.

The incident occurred shortly after a visit to the WIH-ZIM cement plant site by Industry and Commerce Minister Marian Chombo. 
The multi-million-dollar project, estimated at US$700 million, is expected to manufacture cement and clinker once completed.

However, the development has been met with strong resistance from local residents, who say they are being compelled to vacate ancestral land to make way for the project.

Human rights activist Farai Maguwu said the lightning strike was particularly alarming as there was no sign of a storm. He claimed the sky was clear when the incident happened.

Maguwu took to X to describe the events, saying: “Yesterday, after Marrian Chombo’s solidarity tour to the Chinese cement factory in Magunje, which is being fiercely resisted by the community, a Chinese ‘investor’ was struck by lightning.
The sky was blue, but after Marian’s visit, there was a small cloud covering the area, and then the lightning struck.”
He added that the victim was rushed to Magunje Hospital before being referred to Karoi Hospital, where he later died. 
“He was initially taken to Magunje hospital, where he was transferred to Karoi Hospital, where he died,” Maguwu said.

Maguwu further noted that locals are raising serious concerns about the location of the cement plant, arguing that it is too close to a community dam. 
Despite these objections, he said authorities remain determined to proceed with the project. “The Magunje community is complaining that the cement project is too close to a community dam, but the political leadership is insisting that the project will go ahead despite the community’s resistance.”

